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 College Savings Program Board
Marketing Committee Meeting

Teleconference
February 11, 2009
9:00 a.m.

Agenda

I. Call to Order and Roll Call  (Patrick Sheehy, Chair)
Present: Debbie Durcan, Pat Sheehy, Paul Adamski, Jerry Huffman for Rolf Wegenke, Dawn Marie Sass
II. Agenda Approval and Public Posting Report (Committee, Staff)
Committee approved agenda.  Megan informed the Board that the meeting was publicly posted in the required locations.
III. Public Presentations  (not necessary for teleconference)
IV. Discuss Committee Charter, Mission, Structure, Membership  (Committee
, staff)
Committee voted 4-0 to approve the Marketing Committee Charter as written.  It will be given to the full Board for approval at the next meeting.  
V. Discuss Work Plan and Meeting Dates for 2009  (Committee, staff)
A. Chair Comments/Plans/Concerns
Committee agreed to meet roughly a month prior to the full Board meeting and by phone in order to have time to follow through on things and have them ready for the full meeting.  The committee decided to have its next meeting on April 28 at 2:00 pm.
B. Staff Comments regarding plans for Board reporting/interface, member participation, consultant participation, public participation
Staff reported that the committee will be treated like the full Board and will have posted minutes and agendas and will allow public presentations.  
VI. Old Business
A. Wells Fargo Marketing Numbers and Updates [Committee]

Staff reported Wells Fargo’s year-end numbers won’t be ready for another few weeks.  The committee discussed the end-of-the-year push and how the vast bulk of Wells Fargo’s marketing budget is spent in the final three months of the year.  The committee agreed to start thinking about other year-long marketing approaches that might be effective (May graduations were another trigger point suggestion).  The committee also talked about repetition in marketing over the course of time being important.
VII. New Business
A. Target Market – how to reach K-8 students and families and teachers [Chair]

The committee wanted to see more of a grassroots approach to reaching the target audience of teachers and students and wanted to link marketing to when you’re trying to get kids to think about college (KnowHow2Go is another good partnership).  Another idea is to link marketing to births for both parents and grandparents. Staff talked about Iowa’s 529 plan with hospitals and the committee liked the idea of the repeated contact.  Staff has been instructed to talk to Iowa counterparts about this program.  The Chair also talked about Economics Wisconsin, a financial literacy organization for classrooms.  The group works through teachers to bring in financial education into their curriculum.  An idea was to develop a presentation that the teachers could give during PTA meetings, etc. 
B. NAST Conference Highlights [Staff]

Staff shared notes from the NAST conference (attached).  The committee talked about sending postcards, particularly highlighting the CD option, to grandparents, new investors, low-income investors to share how much a $15 a month investment would grow to over 18 years.  Rather than scare the investors with the rising cost of college, the committee wants to share the positive effects of saving.  This is something the committee would like to pursue with Wells Fargo.  The committee also talked about a matching grant idea for people who are putting in the minimum investment each month (people who are already contributing).  Staff also shared Illinois’ program with a foundation that finds the kids, provides mentoring, and holds the 529 funds in their 501©(3).  The committee discussed possibly working with the Covenant Foundation in a similar way.
C. Engagement of Andrea Feirstein [Chair]

The Committee decided to engage Andrea Feirstein once it had a better idea of where it wanted to go as a group.
VIII. Topics for Future Committee Agendas/Discussions/Priority List 
Staff and the Chair will work together to create a list of ideas that the Committee could vote on prior to the April meeting to develop a priority list.  Then the Committee would like to bring in Wells Fargo at the April meeting to react to the list.
IX. Announcements

X. Adjournment
NOTE:   The Committee may recess into closed session, pursuant to the exemptions contained in s. 19.85, Wis. Stats. for deliberation of investment of public funds or other business where competitive reasons are an issue.  
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